Proliance Surgeon Cures Seahawks Linebacker’s Foutith
His Invention

The 2005 Super Bowl will always be memorable far th
Seattle Seahawks, and they will always feel roldbeceferee
decisions. One of the key plays in that game wasiehdown
scored by Ben Roethlisburger, even though he éatienowledged
that he was stopped by stellar linebacker Deandvad. At that
time, Deandre was having toe problems, but fougiough the
pain and played well for the Seahawks.

In 2006, however, Lewis’ “turf toe” became incagattng. It
was made especially painful by a congenital bupiablem that
continued to inflame the condition with the sligdttamount of
force.

Despite injections, taping, graphite insoles, artbotics, the
condition did not improve. Deandre had an unusualdn; the
entire angle of the joint surface directed theitwe a deviated
position and the joint surface malalignment creaeituation in
which conventional bunion procedures were not goangork.
The entire alignment of the joint surface needelde@orrected,
instead of just simply removing the bump.

It was to correct just this kind gleformity that E. f
Pepper Toomey M.D., of Proliance Surgeons, Inc., '-
invented a special cutting guide. Before thigdgui ’
was invented, surgeons would perform an w
osteotomy, or bone cut freehand, A ‘V’ cut or

“chevron cut” on the bone would be made and otihisfchevron
cut a perfect 2-millimeter wedge would be takeretaign the
joint—both without a cutting guide. With Dr. Toogig cutting
guide, used like a miter box in carpentry, it beegyossible for a
surgeon to make a precise cut—every time.




Below are X-rays taken preoperatively as well as
postoperatively of Deandre Lewis’s foot.

The red lines drawn show the complete re-alignméfite joint
surface needed to correct the deformity. If ohly tbump” had
been removed, this operation would have been acslifgilure.
With the help of Dr. Toomey’s surgical device amgaerfect
result is attainable and DD Lewis will soon be nmgnand training
for the next NFL season.



